IT'S TIME TO ENFORCE THE EU DEFORESTATION LAW

Joint statement by 95 organisations

We, the undersigned civil society organisations, express our deep concern over
ongoing attempts to further weaken the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR).

The Commission’s proposal of 21 October introduces far reaching changes to the
EUDR and significantly rolls back the obligations on EU operators and traders.
Seemingly ignoring that said proposal already provides companies with a high level
of flexibility, and alleviates pressure on companies through exemptions, delays, and
simplified procedures, some politicians and businesses are calling for further
changes that would undermine the impact of the EU’'s most consequential law to
combat deforestation.

By doing so, they also risk creating sunk costs for businesses and EU Member
States who have spent millions to be EUDR-ready, and ultimately undermine
confidence in the EU as a predictable investment environment. A year of EUDR
implementation has already been lost due to prolonged political negotiations,
fostering uncertainty across supply chains, as companies await clear and consistent
guidance.

Critically, calls from stakeholders to introduce either a “stop the clock” mechanism or
a “zero-risk” country category, which would indefinitely delay the EUDR or further
lessen its ambitions, defeat the very purpose of a regulation that took years of
careful negotiation to design. At this crucial juncture, EU policymakers must act
decisively and move forward with implementation.

With just days remaining before the COP30 climate summit in Belém, Brazil - the
gateway to the Amazon rainforest - attempts to weaken the core of the EUDR put
the EU’s environmental leadership to the test. This comes at a time when forests
worldwide are nearing dangerous tipping points, with the Amazon, having already
lost 17% of its forested area, at most imminent risk. By fully implementing the EUDR,
Europe has the opportunity to lead by example and demonstrate its commitment to
protecting forests, the communities that depend on them and the future of the next
generations.

We urge the European Parliament and Member States to ensure the timely
implementation of the EUDR on 30 December 2025, as intended, and refrain from
weakening the legislative text further, given the changes proposed by the European
Commission are already significant.


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2464
https://www.cepf-eu.org/news-media/open-statement-call-stop-clock-and-ensure-workable-eu-deforestation-regulation
https://www.worldwildlife.org/news/stories/the-amazon-in-crisis-forest-loss-threatens-the-region-and-the-planet/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/news/stories/the-amazon-in-crisis-forest-loss-threatens-the-region-and-the-planet/

Every delay puts forests, communities, climate goals, and the EU’s credibility at
greater risk. The message is simple: apply the law now.



Signed by:

1. ADICONSUM

2. Agéncia 10envolvimento

3. Agent Green

4. Aktion Amazonas

5. All4trees

6. Alpe Adria Green - mednarodno drustvo za varstvo okolja in narave
7. An Taisce — the National Trust for Ireland

8. APIB - Articulation of the Indigenous Peoples of Brazil
9. Avaaz

10. Biodiversity Conservation Center

11. Biofuelwatch

12. BirdLife Finland

13. BirdLife Sverige

14. Both ENDS

15. Bond Beter Leefmilieu

16. BOS+

17. Bruno Manser Fonds

18. Buglife - The Invertebrate Conservation Trust
19. Canopée

20. ClientEarth

21. Climate Rights International

22. Coalition Climat / Klimaatcoalitie

23. Coffee Watch

24. Deutsche Stiftung Meeresschutz

25. Deutsche Umwelthilfe e.V.

26. Ecosia

27. Earthsight

28. Environmental Investigation Agency

29. Environmental Pillar

30. Envol Vert

31. European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA)
32. European Environmental Bureau (EEB)

33. FairFin

34. Fern

35. Focus Association for Sustainable Development
36. Forest Peoples Programme

37. Forum Okologie und Papier

38. France Nature Environment

39. Fundacion Global Nature

40. Global Canopy

41. Global Nature Fund

42. Global Witness

43. GREEN BOOTS

44. Greenpeace EU

45. GRUPO AMBIENTALISTA DA BAHIA - GAMBA
46. Guide Nature des Collines

47. Human Rights Watch

48. Instituto Centro de Vida (ICV)
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. Instituto Cerrados
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Instituto Pato-mergulhdo

Instituto Sociedade, Populagcéo e Natureza (ISPN)
Irish Peatland Conservation Council

Jane Goodall Institute France

Join for Water

Kaoem Telapak

Latvian Fund for Nature

Latvian Ornithological Society

Legambiente

Lipu BirdLife Italy

Madre Brava

Mighty Earth

Milieu Defensie

Mouvement Ecologique

NABU

Nagy Tavak és Vizes El6helyek Szdvetsége
Natagora

Natur&émwelt a.s.b.l.

NatureFriends Greece

Natuurmonumenten

Natuurpunt

Observatério do Clima

OKOBURO - Alliance of the Environmental Movement
OroVerde - Die Tropenwaldstiftung

PAPEL

Plockhugget

Polski Klub Ekologiczny w Gliwicach

Portuguese Society for the Study of Birds (SPEA)
Protect the Forest

Pro Wildlife

Rainforest Alliance

Rainforest Foundation Norway

Réseau des Organisations de la Société Civile pour le Développement du Tonkpi
(ROSCIDET)

Rewilding Apennines ETS

Rewilding Europe

Satya Bumi

Society for Ecological Restoration Europe
Sidwind

Swedish Society for Nature Conservation

Trias Belgium

Trias Worldwide

TROCA - Plataforma por um Comeércio Internacional Justo
Verdens Skove

Vogelbescherming Nederland

WWF EU

ZERO - associacao sistema terrestre sustentavel






